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N the tach of September; 178, Joux 
Morfesmui was committed to Horſham | 
aol, by Fobu Fuller, Eſq: charged or on che oath of 
CarnakixR War; ſpinſter, with having com- 
' mitted a Rape on her body, between the hours 
of eleven at night, of the 11th, and five of the | 
morning of the 1 ath of the ſaid month, in the 


churchyard of Brighthelmſtone; and the Lent 
Aſſiaes for the county of Suſſex, being held at 
; 8 Faſt. 


161 
Eaft-Grinfied, an the zcth of March, 1786, and. 
following days, he was removed, among other 
'priſoners, to that town to take his trial for the 


ſame. 


The Grand Jury having found the bill pre- 
ferred"to them a true bill, on Tueſday the 21ſt, 
about half after four in the afternoon, he was 
put to the bar before Mr. Judge Asnnunsr, and 
the following names called over as Jurymen; 
none of whom being challenged, _ of . 
far as Jury on the cauſe. * 


Thomas Holman, . James Newman, 
Edward Holman, Thomas Copper, 


| George Vinall, John Wickham, > 
Wi. Vinall,, Henry Hanſon, © 
| Richard King, TFohn Tugwell, © 


_ - Thomas Scrace, Thtmas Arr. 
COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION, 


- 4 11. Mingay, 
Mr. Erſkine, 
| 0 
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Hd 34 Mn; l : $60 9g 
FOR THE PRISONER, | 
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Mr. Erſtine opened the proſecution in a very | 
able, candid, and impartial manner; in the 
courſe of his ſpeech he took occaſion to allude to 
che public manner in which this tranſaction had 
been diſcuſſed at the time; the various ways it 
bad been repreſented ; and from that circum- 
ſtaner the different impreſſions it muſt have 
made; he therefore begged the Jury, in reſpebe 
to their duty, and entreated them, for the ſaks 
ol juſtice, to eradicate all impteſſions from their 

| breaſts, and decide by the evidence they ſhould 
now have broughtbefore them, and by that only; 
if it made for the priſoner, in God's name, let 
him have the advantage of it he knew it muſt 
be difficult for men, feelingias men muſt, if they 
were at all acquainted with the fact, to diveſt 
themſelves of that knowledge, if 1 it did not ap- 
ert in evidence, and decide contrary to what 
B 2 they 


en this life, and receiving the rewards of her 
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they would have done, had it been proved; but 
ſuch was their duty, and he hoped and truſted 
they would not, in this inſtance, ſwerve from 
it, neither thro” deteſtation far a crims all men 


muſt abhor, nor by too claſe an adherence ta 


mercy, which, thoulq he ſuhſtantiate his charge, 


would be here miſ-timed indeed: They were to 
conſider themſelves as repreſenting their country; 


and therefore bound ta diſpenſe juſtice imparts 


tially : the cauſe now to be-broughir before them 


ta affect the life of a wretched unhappy. feHaws 


_ ercaturs, rendered. fo. by guilt, which gui 
| made him became an object" of pity and oh- 

paſſion: Bur what was his crime à crime thay 
furely was beyond murder itfclf-+-the unhappy. 
patents of this unfortunate young lady could no 


have felt ſo much, had they found her ſtabbed 


by the hand of a dark affaflin,, as the would then 


have been releaſed from the cares ever attendapy 


virtues in a much Vetter place but this wretch, 
had doomed her to miſery, ſtabbed her peace of 


L429 ] 


mind, and left her a prey ta deſpair; by ong 
brutal act rohbed her of the firſt ud deareſt 
Jewel in a female hreaſt; and it id hot the along 
that muſt lament thg lah 3 ber ſpmpathiftäg 
kindred. were alſa doomed ta he partakers of het 
miſery Therefore the Jury mut Ce, chat al- 
though death, the puniſhment enaſted by tha 
lawy of this country for ſuck 2 cximgy be iuflicted 
en him for the gffeyge, his fate, though, guilty, 
will not be fo. ſevere ag har be has: Nuſelf in- 
bc anche arent. boot mood | | 
My. Ball 1 7 1 NE Eg > 
nature of a Rape, acgerding to la. and ſaid ho 
© believed do ſhould prove, by the witneſſes which 
be ſhould call, that. the Priſoner had. committed 
ds groſs, villainous, and deteſtable a one, ag 
ever was perpetrated: The unfortunate obe 
for his villain was a young lady of the moſt 
delieste texture and; engaging- perſon 3. the | 
was what he believed: the moſt. capital qreift,. if 
hq wiſhed to pourtrey. innocence, artleſſneſa, and 


* would be prope ta take for his 
Dis s model; 


hd 


found, in the firſt ranks of life, both for perſon 
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Abad | me kad been bred up abroad, where the 


bolaneſs of an Englith 'Bbarding-ſchoo! was 


unknown, and of courſe unadquainted with de- 
fign andartifice + it had been äſſerted, that (he 
vas little better than an ĩdeot; but the Gentleman 
of che Jury wotild find, that athougb Nature 
had not eADed her with a ſtrbng underſtun a- 
ing, yet she perfectly knew, What ſhe did, 
and was Perfectly ſenſible of che nagtre of an 
bath: This then was the poor unhappy female 
who had been forced from her farher's door, in 
a tempeſtuous night, into a church- yard and 
debauched? the particulars of which would ap- 
pear in idee) from thence into a barbing- 


machine throw down and much bruiſed ; then 


ſuffered to return in the morning, when her 
ſpirits were ſo much agitated; that her life was 
deſpaired of. Now fuppoſiig a moment thar 
ſhe had bech inclined to vice, was it probable that 
ſhe would gg with a man like the Priſoner at 
the bar) voluntarily to brave the inelemeney 
of the weather, when there were men to be 


and 


1 


and fortune, that would have been proud of ſuch 
a conqueſt? Therefore had ſhe been totally the 
reverſe of what ſhe is in diſpoſition, it would be 
abſurd to ſuppoſe ſhe went without force. I; 
was howeyer nedeſſary for him to prove what he 
had aſſerted, and for which h he ſhould 
firſt cal! | BA 


. Miſs Elizabcth Hart, who ſtated that on Sun- 
day the 11th. of September, Miſs Made dined 
and ſpent the day with her at her mother's, 
Lady Hart; that about ten o clock in the 
evening it was propoſed to ſee Miſs Wade home, 
Mr. Griffiths, a ſurgeon, who was preſent, with 
Miſs Wade and herſelf, went in, Lady Hart's 
chariot for, that purpoſe ; 7 they called at the 
rooms as they went along, but did n. not ſtay any 
time; they then proceeded to Mr. Wade' 85 who 
had apartments at a Mrs. Sycamore” 5, in North- 
ſtreet ; a carriage cannot get up to the houſe, 
there being a paſſage with a wall along it; in 
that paſſage is 2 Private, door to Mr. Wade. 's 


apartments X and Another, to the houſe. When 
- 10 5 
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they ame is the Neps & the end n 


fage, Mr. Griffiths got our and handed Miſh 
Wale up the ſteps; they both withed ker good 


tight, ark! he then got into the charibt again, 
confideting har perfectly ſafe, being a conſides 
fable way up chr paffage, and ys Wen 
immediately to 6 Hart's. 


Mr. Griffiths was at Latly Hare's en the even- 
ing of the 1 ith of September, 4nd about ten 
&ctock went with Miſs Hart and Miſs Watle in 
4 chariot to the rooms; they ſtaid there a very 
little white, but went from thence home with 
its Wade. The chariot drew up to tite ſteps 
belonging to the palfage leading ro Mrs. Syta- 
more's houſe, Where Mr. Wade Had apurt⸗ 
ments; he got out, ant handed Mifs Wade but; 


me went on, and he ſaw her cloſe to the : 


door, beiiding as if to open it, and 8 thedovry 
at Brighthelmſtone are, in general, upon the 
latch, he had not a douht bf her being able to 
let berſelf in. He reniembered, as he was gets 
ting out of the chariot, to have ſeen à mau 
L | . paſs, 
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paſs, but he could not fay whether it was, or 
was not the priforer. | 


© Charles Nye lived fervant with Mr. Wade laſt 
September. On the n of Sunday the 
1th, he went, a little after ten 6 clock, to 
Lady Hart's, for the purpoſe of conducting 
home Miſs Wade, who had been there to ſpend 
the day. When he came, the ſetvants told him 
they had juſt come back from ſetting her down 
at home. He returned immediately; but not 
finding her, ſuppoſed ſhe might have gon to 
Mrs. Brudenell's, another lady whom ſhe viſited ; 
thither he went, but the had not been there; he 
returned home again; ſhe had not been ſeen—he 
was rather alarmed, and on going out again, 

met his maſter in the ſtreet, whom he acquaint- 
ed with not being able to find Miſs Wade. Mr. 
Wade was much agitated, and they both went 
to ſeveral places without ſucceſs : at length they 
ſeparated, with hopes of being more fortunate, 
and continued their ſearch all night; in the 
morning he heard ſhe was returned, and that 


C N there 
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there was a man taken into cuſtody; he went 
into Mrs. Sycamore's parlour, and there he ſaw 


the priſoner for the firſt time in his life; he 
aſked him, whether he had been with Miſs 


Wade? and he confeſſed he had all night in the 


church-yard. Some little time after, he went 
into the church-yard, and cloſe by one of the 
church-windows i which comes near the ground, 
he found a rim of one of Miſs Wade's buckles; 
there were ſeveral of the panes of glaſs broke, 
and the ground looked as if ſomething had been 


ſtroggling. 


On his croſs examination, he could not give 
any reaſon for having uſed the word ſtruggling 
the ground appeared looſe, and there were the 
prints of a man's foot; he had been out on the 
evening of the ' 11th, but came home ſoon 


enough to light home Miſs Wade, agreeable to 


his maſter's orders, as they ſuppoſed ſhe would 
walk as uſual: he admitted there were great 


þ numbers of looſe women at that time at Bright- 
helmſtone ; that they frequently walked: the 


ſtreets 


{nr} | 


ſtreets in the evening, and were exceedingly 
well dreſſed ; the company in general quit the 
rooms about ten; but he believed it was not the 
| cuſtom of the place to go to bed much before 
eleven or twelve o'clock. When he returned 
back from Lady Hart's, Mrs, Sycamore and the 
maid were at home; and his, maſter's door, 
which was a private one belonging to Mrs. Sy- 
camore's houſe, at ſome little diſtance from the 
other, was then upon the latch. 


Miß Catherine Wade depoſed, that on being ſet, 
down by Miſs Hart, ſhe went up to her father's 


door, which the found ſhat, fo that ſhe could 


not get in; ſhe then went to the other door, and 
found that ſhut alſo ; ſhe went backwards and 
forwards from one to the other, without being 
able to procure admittance ; at length ſhe ſtop- 
* ped at the private door. When ſhe got out of 


the chariot ſhe perceived the priſoner ſtanding 


about the rails; ſoon after ſhe had ſtopped at 
the private door, ſhe ſaw him again; he pre- 
ſeptly came up to her, and aſked her, why her 

5 O 2 papa's 
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then took up her petticoats, and forcibly ' put 


„ 


papa's ſervant did not come to let her in? To 
which ſhe made no anſwer: he then told her he 
came from her papa, and that he was waiting to 
take a walk with her; ſhe replied, it was no 
ſuch thing, as ſhe was ſure he would not walk 
at that time of night. Inſtead of going away, 
he put his hand upon her boſom ; ſhe puſhed it 


from her—he told her ſhe was a very pretty 


girl, and putting his hand round her neck 
kiſſed her; having never been ſerved ſo before, 
ſhe was too much frightened to ſpeak : from 
this he proceeded to put his hand up her petti- 
coats, and the more ſhe repulſed him, the more 
he perſevered : at length he told her ſhe muſt. 
not ſtay there any longer; ſhe made him no 
anſwer; he then forced her from the door, and 
along North-ftreet; upon this ſhe” ſcreamed, 
but faw nobody, and he prevented her making 
much noiſe by keeping his hand upon her 
mouth: ſhe had never ſeen him before that 
night :—when he had forced her into the church- 
yard, he fluag her down cloſe- by the church, 


his 


1 


! 
his parts into her's; he hurt her very much, lay 


exceeding heavy upon her breaſt, and remained 


upon her one or two hours; he then got up, 
but in about a quarter of an hour, 'threw 
her down again at the chureh door; hurt her 
as much as before, and lay nearly as long upon 
her; ſhe ſtruggled very much, and did all ſhe 
could to prevent him. Some time after he took 


her to a tomb- ſtone, where he alſo flung her 
down and did the ſame; during which time it 


rained very hard, and ſhe was exceedingly wet. 
He then led her towards the Beech, when ſhe 
aſked him, if he was going to take her home? To 
which he anſwered, yes : All this time it pour- 
ed of rain, and was very dark. When he 
came to the ſteps that led dowh to the Beech, 
he looked about as if apprehenſive ſome perſon 
was near; but perceiving nobody, he forced 


her doun the ſteps, and frightened her ter- 


ribly, by ſwearing very much at her: She aſked 
him, if he was going to drown her? He re- 
plied, he wiſhed the water was higher. After 
he had forced her into the machine, he flung 


- 
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her down and did the ſame as he had done in 
the church - yard; at which times ſhe felt the 
emiſſion of ſomething into her body; this he re- 
peated while they remained in the machine. By 
throwing her down in the machine, he hurt her 

elbows and her thighs ; and after he had uſed her 

in this manner, he forced her to remain all night 
with him ; ſhe would have got awayfrom him, if 
poſſible, but could not before day-light, when 


he led her out. of the machine, and followed 


her towards home; where, when the arrived, 
ſhe was too much frightened and agitated to 


e what had happened to her, 


CROSS EXAMINED BY Mz. Rovs, 


When ſhe, Miſs Hart, and Mr. Griffiths 
ſtopped at the rooms, there was a good deal of 
company, ſeemingly preparing to come away, 


yet ſaw nobody in the ſtreet after they fat her 


down, though at no great diſtance from them: 


Though ſhe diſapproved of the priſoner's con- 


duct while at her father's door, ſhe had no idea 


of his intentions; yet ſhe admitted, on much 


preſſing, that from his putting his hands in 
her 


1 a9-9 


her boſom, and up her petticoats, ſhe was con- 
vinced his intentions were ſomething improper 
her not crying out when he forced her along the 
paſſage, was occaſioned by her fright; he did 
not take hold of her as ſhe went along North- 
ſtreet, but ſuffered her to go firſt, and he fol- 
lowed at ſome little diſtance; ſhe did not ſtate 
any efforts ſhe had made to get from him, tho 
repeatedly aſked the queſtion; there were lights 
in ſeveral of the windows as the went along, 
but ſhe did not attempt to knoc at either 
doors or windows, either of which ſhe admitted 
ſhe might have done from the diſtance he wag 
behind N. | 


1 


On her firſt examination, which vis the day 
after the affair happened before a M. F uller, 
The had made a ' depoſition and frworn' 1 to it, 
which Mr. Rous had in court; in chat depo- 
fition ſhe had ſtated, that the priſoner had . 
thrown her down, and lay upon her as ſoon as 
they got in the church-yard, and his flinging 
her down by the church window, was the third 

ime ; whereas, in the preſent examination, the 


* 
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nad ſtated the church window to be the firft 
place: Mr. Rous, therefore, wiſhed to know 


Which he was to underſtand as the fact? She 


anſwered, what the ſaid at preſent. He found 


ſeveral other contradictions from what appeared 


in that paper; one, particularly, where ſhe 
ſtated to have aſked the priſoner, whether he 
meant 10 [drown her, to which ſhe had made 
him originally reply, No; and now ſhe made 
him anſwer ſomething about the waters being 
higher; to which he could get no other re- 
ply than what ſhe now ſtated was the truth; 


Though as they went from the church-yard- 
to the Beech he had told her they were going 
home, the did not believe him; becauſe the 
va there were no houſes heyond the Cliff 
1 he bathing-machine into which they went, 
was at ſome diſtance from the ground; he did 
not take her up forcibly into it, but led her 
up by the hand ; when it was light he men- 
tioned going home, as the women would be 
coming to bathe and find them there; upon 

which 


en 4 


which he aſſiſted her out of the machine, and 
conducted her towards home. In this croſs ex- 
amination her replies ſeemed frequently to bear 
a palpable contradiction to one another, as well 
as to the depoſition ſhe had previouſly * to 


Mr. Fuller. 


Mr. Wade, her father, was then called. He 
laid, that he had had this daughter brought up 


and educated at the Benedictine Convent at Ca- 


lais; that ſhe had been there twelve or chir. 


teen years, and was now about one and twenty 


years of age; that ſhe returned to England laſt 
June, not three months before ſhe met with this 
diſtreſſing misfortune ; ſhe was therefore a total 
ſtranger, unaccuſtomed to the deceits in the 
| buſy world; and beſides which, he had the un- 


* 


happineſs to lament that Nature had been nig- | 


gard of her uſual bounties to her, as her intel- 
lects were weak, and her judgment very deficient, 


As he was returning from the rooms on Sun- 
day night, the 11thof September, about eleven 


D o'clock, , 
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o'clock, he met his ſervant, much flurried, who 
told him his daughter had been miſſing full an 
hour, and that he had not been able to get any 
tidings of her. 


His feelings on receiving this information, 
were ſuch as he ſuppoſed every father would feel 
in a ſimilar ſituation, and which only a father 
could form any idea of :—almoſt diſtracted, he 
went in ſearch of her, without ſcarcely knowing, 
where, the whole night ; he diſpatched ſeveral 
people for the ſame purpoſe, 10 no effect, till 
between five and fix in the morning, when one 
of them met him, and told him that his daugh- 
ter was at home, and that they had taken a man 
into cuſtody who was ſeen following her; who, on 
finding himſelf obſerved, had endeavoured to 
. eſcape, but running up a paſſage which was no 
' thorough fare, he was eaſily laidhold of. Mr. Wade 
immediately went home, and there he found his 
daughter in a ſituation that it is impoſſible to 
deſcribe; her dreſs was in a moſt terrible con- 
dition; wet, dirty, torn; the agitation of her 
75 ; ſpirits 


nn 


ſpirits were ſuch, that they had entirely deprived 
her of her reaſon; the fight was too ſhocking 
for him to bear, and he left her to the care of 
his worthy and valuable friend, Mrs. Sycamore. 
He then went into the room , to ſee the wretch 
who had thus plunged him into miſery ; and 
upon aſking the monſter whether he had been 
all night with his child, he faid, © I have been 
a very wicked wretch, and have deſerved to be 


hanged a long time;” but made no other reply 


to his queſtion. He perceived the priſoner's 
hand to be grimed with blood, and aſked him 
how it came ſo. He anſwered, © it was Na+ 


ture,” 


Mr. Wade was too much agitated at the time, 
to pay any particular attention to the expreſſion; 
but went out to fetch a conſtable, that he might 
leave him in the hands of authority, until he 
could have him before a juſtice of peace, there 
not being one at Brighthelmſtone. | 


D2 When 
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11 
when the conſtable came, they ſtript the pri- 
ſoner of his ſhirt, which was all blood and filth; 
the conſtab!e took it into his cuſtody, and would 
3 produce it in court. He then ſet off ro Haſtings, 


and Mr. Fuller was ſo obliging as to return with 
him in the chaiſe, who, after examining the 


| 

| 
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priſoner, committed him to Horſham gaol. He 
ſent for Mr. Lowdell, a ſurgeon, to examine 
his daughter: She was afterwards examined by 
Mr. Lowdell and Mr, Griffiths together. He 
believed it might be ſive or ſix hours after her 
return before he ſent for the ſurgeon. In the 
afternoon ſhe was able to make a depoſition of the 
15 whole tranſaction to Mr. Fuller, who had. it 
taken down, and ſworn to. The reaſon he had 


not ſent ſooner for a ſurgeon, was, not only the 
agitation of his ſpirits, but from the firſt wiſh 
that engaged his mind, being to procure juſticeon 
the deſtroyer of his child's peace of mind and 
future proſpect of felicity. | 
Ann Sycamore keeps a houſe at Brighthelm- 
' ſtone, part of which ſhe lets to Mr. Wade.— 
| She 
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She remembered his going to Dover about June 
laſt, to fetch his daughter, Miſs Catherine, 
home. She lived in the houſe with them, and 
ſhe was ſure there did not breathe a more pure and 
innocent - minded creature; unfortunately, in- : 

deed, for her, her underſtanding was very far 


from a ſtrong one; ſhe was totally unacquainted 
with vice, and therefore it was impoſſible for 

her to ſuſpect it in others, or guard againſt it. 
If therefore ſhe did go with the priſoner, ſhe 

went as a lamb to ſlaughter, unſuſpecting her 5 

guide would prove her deſtroyer; and as for 

her knowledge where he might be either forcing 

or leading her to, ſhe did not believe, if the 
young lady was ſet down in any part of Bright- 
helmſtone at this moment, ſhe could find her 
way home; nay even from any neighbour's houſe, 

When ſhe came home on the Monday morn. 
ing, Mrs. Sycamore met her at the door; 'Y, 

never did ſhe behold a poor creature in ſo dix? 

trefling a ſituation 3 her mind viſibly labouring 

under the greateſt perturbation, yet ſo entirely 

exhauſted and weak, as to be unable to cry; 

| her 
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her dreſs in the greateſt diſorder, dripping wet; 
one ſhoe loſt, and one of her buckles broke. 


Mrs. Sycamore aſked her where ſhe had been; 
ſhe ſaid to the bidding-ground ; ſhe did not un- 
derſtand her meaning at the time, but fince 
finds it is the term given to burying- places 
where ſhe was brought up. She took the poor 
creature into the parlour, where ſhe had been 
but a few minutes, when the priſoner was 
brought into the houſe, and taken into an ad- 
Joining room. She firſt thought of confront- 
ing them, but on recollection was fearful it 
might be too much for her young friend; yet 
ſhe conceived it highly neceſſary to ſee if the 
knew her abuſer; therefore opening the door 
into the room where he was. taken, the aſked | 
her if ſhe knew the man who had hurt her :--- 
ſhe faid that was him, pointing at the pri- 
ſoner. She then put her ta bed, her cloaths 
being unfit to be ſeen; and having ſtripped 


her of every thing, they were ſealed up by Mr. 


| Juſtice Fuller, and had been in her cuſtody ever 


ſince. 
The 
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The cloaths were produced, her ſhift, petti- 
coats, and gown, were in ſuch a ſituation as 
to ſtrike every perſon in court with horror; 
the reſt of her cloaths were much torn and en- 


tirely ſpoilt. 


Mrs. Sycamore on undreſſing and waſhing her, 
found her left thigh much bruiſed ; there were 
the marks of fingers dented into her right ſhoul- 
der, a bruiſe upon the ſmall of her back, and 
one on each elbow : After ſhe was put to bed, 
the lay frantic for more than two hours, and no 
one who ſaw her thought ſhe could poſſibly live. 
The witneſs did not make any remarks as to the 
ſtate of Miſs Wade's body herſelf, but merely 
followed the directions of the ſurgeons who at- 
tended, She ſaid it was not cuſtomary for the 
ſtreets of Brighthelmſtone to be ſo very ſilent 
at ſuch an early hour, but that night was a very 
dark, ſtormy, diſagreeable one; and, therefore, 
it was, ſhe ſuppoſed, the priſoner might be 
enabled to force the unfortunate object of his 
brutality unnoticed through N orth-ſtreet . into 
thbe church- yard. 


On 


; though ſomewhat irritated, had not, he thought 


* 
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On her croſs- examination ſhe was aſked whe- 
ther the did not believe it was poſſible that the 
linen might have become in the ſituation it 


- had been ſhewn to the court, from natural 


cauſes? She replied, ſhe believed it might ; 
and though ſhe was then unacquainted with it, 
the ſince underſtood ſuch to be Miſs Wade' 8 


ſtate of body at that time. 


The conſtable was then called who took the. 
priſoner into cuſtody. He produced the ſhirr- 


hich had been ſtripped from him at the time, 
andi it appeared to be in the ſituation as _ 
l ſeribed by Mr. Wade. | | 


| 1. Lowdell, ſurgeon, was ſent for by Mr. 


Wade, on the 12th of September, to examine | 
the ſtate of his daughter's body. He found a 


black ſpot on each of her elbows, one on her 


left thigh, and another on the lower part of her 


back. As to any violence of another kind hay- 
ing been committed on her body, the parts, 


the 


1 1 


the appearance neceſſary to warrant him to de- 
clare ſuch was the caſe; for although he found 
the membrane hymen gone, it was well known 
to be frequently the caſe from a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances beſides coition ; and that fingle cir- 
cumſtance excepted, there, was not, in his opi- 
nion, any grounds for ſuppoſing ſhe ever had 
any connexion with man. He was firmly of 
opinion that the linen might have become in 
the ſtate it had been produced, from natural 
cauſes only, though he was very ready to admit 
. that coition at that time would occaſion a 
much greater overflow than common. He was 
aſked by the Counſel whether he had not given 
it as his opinion to Lord Sheffield, that ſhe had 
been perforated? He anſwered, he believed he 


might. 


Mr. Griffith, had alfo examined her body, and 
he was of opinion there was every reaſon to | 
conclude, from the appearance, that ſhe had ſuf- 
fered great violence, and had beenviolated. When 


he firſt ſaw her the parts were greatly in- 
| E flamed. 
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peated coition. 
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flamed, and he ordered them to be waſhed with a 
ſpunge, dipped in ſoap and water; this he did 
for the double purpoſe of ſtopping the inflam- 


mation, and preventing, if poſſible, any infec- 
tion; altho' he had very little apprehenſion, 


Provided the man had been infected with a ve- 


nereal complaint, of its taking effect; as her 


body at that time was, no doubt, in a ſtate of 


natural evacuation. Though he admitted that 


to be the caſe with reſpect to her ſtate of 


body, he could by no means ſuffer it to paſs as 
his opinion, that what had been ſeen upon the 
linen was the effects of nature only; certainly | 
ſomething had aggravated a more than common 
overflow ;—and what could poſſibly act as fuch | 
an aggravation at that time, as violent wt re- 


Mr. Lorzdel did not think, on being called 
upon by Mr. Fielding, that either uſing ſoap 
and water five or fix hours after the act, or a fe- 


male being in that ſituation, would be ſafe from 
the infection he rather thought, that as 


the 


W 
the veſſels of her body would be more open, ſhe 
would be the more likely to take it. 


Mr. Erftine thought this argument was of 
little conſequence in the preſent caſe, as the 
man had not been proved to be infected. 


Mr. Lowdell ſearched the man at the time 
he was taken up, when he found him to have 
a gleet, which he ſuppoſed to be the remains of 


a confirmed complaint.. 


Here Mr. Erſkine cloſed his evidence for the 


| Proſecution. 


]udge Aſpburſt. Priſoner, have you any thing 
to ſay in your defence? 


F Priſoner. I leave it entirely with my Counſel. | 


Mr. Fielding. My Lord, the evidence for the 
Proſecution having proved what we meant to 


haye called witneſſes for That from the num 
g | E 2 ber 


1 
ber of common women continually about the 
ſtreets, it was poſſible to miſtake. tuo 


Judge Aſphurft. That entirely depends upon 
the manner the jury underſtood. it, | 


Mr. Fielding. Certainly, my Lord; but as 
that has been the caſe, and we have endeavoured 
to ſhew its force by the croſs examinations, we 
do-not mean to trouble the court any further. 


Judge Aſhburſt then farmed up the evidence 
in a very clear and impartial manner. He 
took an inſinite deal of pains to explain the 
nature, and what conſtituted the crime of a rape 
according to the laws of this country. After 
which he went thro' the whole of the evidence, 
pointing out what made for, and what againſt 
the priſoner ; he paid particular attention to that 
given by Mis Wade, and remarked on thoſe | 
parts which contradicted each other. In thoſe 
caſes, he ſaid, it was certainly for the Jury to 
believe that part which ſtruck them moſt for- 

cCibly, : 


Wo? .- 
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cibly, or indeed to condemn it all together. But 
before they did that, it was neceſſary for them 
to conſider from what cauſe the contradiction of 


evidence aroſe; whether it appeared to be the y 


effects of wilful guile or obſtinacy , or whether 


it aroſe from the terror a virtuous mind muſt | 


naturally feel to be examined on a caſe like the 
preſent, and in ſo public an affetably ; where 


they found the latter to be the caſe, - their own | 


| humanity would induce them ta make an al- 


lowance.— Their deciſion was of a very impor- 
tant nature; it was the life or death of a fellow- 
creature. It therefore behoved them to act with” | 


caution, nor give a verdict againſt him, ' unleſs 
the. evidence which they had received, was clear 
and convincing: to chem of his guilt. On the 


other hand, they were bound in juſtice to their 


country, for the preſervation of ſociety, not to 
let guilt of ſo enormous a texture as that which 


was laid to the charge of the priſoner at the 


bar, eſcape unpuniſhed, if that guilt was clearly 
proved.—They had the whole of the evidence 
before them, and they would therefore judge 
/ for 


teat 1 


\% 


For clrnidkdons and bring in their verdict accord- 
ingly :—if the evidence appeared equal „ they 
would, as was always the caſe with an an 


Jury, incline to rr. | 1 | 


- The dow after conſticing for near half an 
hour, requeſted to know of his. Lordſhip, whe» _ + 
ther they had no alternative between death and 
acquittal.— His Lordſhip informed them there 
was none; and that they muſt bring in their 
verdict either Guilty or Not Guilty—This occa- | 
ſioned a farther conſultation of a few minutes; 
when the Foreman of the jury ſaid that as 
they laboured under ſome doubts, they could 
not do otherwiſe than pronounce him N OT. 


